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1. During the period 13-24 July 1955, the Bulgarian Army held a special course
of instruction for reserve officers in the Engineers Oorps. Lectures were 25X1
given three times a week, from 6-10 P.M.; at the Sigual Corps barracks near
the Bofia Central Prison. Approximately 150 reserve officers; primarily
engineers, architects, and technicians, attended the sourse. The purpose
of this course was to instruct the reserve officers in the new doetrines
and techniques of military engineering which have developed from the wse of
atomic weapons, especially atomic artdllery,

2. During the early part of the courss, the following statements were mede and
served as the basis for subsequent instrustionss

8« The faob that atomlc artillery has becoms standard oquipment in the
Amerisan army means that the United States has no intention of banning
atomie weapons;

be The U8, atomic shell has a destruction area with a radius of 1200=1500
meters from the point of sxplosion;

Se If they survive the initisl shelling, human beings beyond this redius
of 1200-1600 meters will not suffer from radiation effects, provided
they are entrenched at a depth of at least 50 centimeters and well
covered with sacking or any other light material; and

do The radiation effscts of the U.S. atomic shell are most dangerous during
the first fewr minutes after the explosion.

3. On the basis of the above-noted phenomena; radical changes in the tactical
spacing of frontline battle positions have recently been advocated end are
now believed to be standard operating procedure for the Bulgarien army.
Under the old operational battle procedure, officers were taught to station
the second line structures 100-150 meters behind the first line positions,
and the third line positions 400-4L50 meters behind the second. Now, however,
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the new operational tactics call for a distance of £00-800 meters between
the first and second line positioms or trenches (transhea), and a distance
of 1000-1200 meters between the second and third line positions. In addi-
tion to lectures on the new system of spacing battle positions, officers are
given instructions on the proper methods of covering trenches with sacking.

The course for reserve officers also included the folling items:

8. One instructor mentioned a Soviet invention which enables radar stations
to detect the approach of atom bomb-carrying aircraft (sic) at a distance
of 500 kilometers; and

bo A specialist in the use of smell-arms stated that the Soviet Union intends
to increase the range of its standard rifles and machine guns, and is de-
signing a new rifle to replace the model currently in use, This instructor
stated further that, in a future war, operational importance will shift to
comparatively small infantry wmits, which are widely dispersed, although
remaining in contact with one another, In addition to traditiomal infantry
weapons; thess units will be supported by self-propelled guns and light
tanks,

It is understood that reserve officers in all Bulgarian Army waite will be
required to attend training course similar to the one descrided above.
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Comment: |  |reported that, in April 1955, the Dulgarian
8 mse instructed certain atomio solentists to pr
series of lectures on practical and simple atomic defense mmn?b
reported that certain reserve units were being called up for three montha'
duty, reportedly to receive training in the use of new weapons.
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